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Social & Economic Recovery

Recovery and Resilience Plan 

The Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the EU
gave priority to the economic recovery of the EU
after the pandemic and the process of vaccination.
The Recovery and Resilience Facility is part of the
NextGenerationEU, with €723.8 billion in loans and
grants available to support reforms and
investments undertaken by EU countries. The Plan
offers an unprecedented opportunity to speed up
the recovery in Europe and reinforce the
commitment to the twin transitions: green and
digital. Portugal was the first country to submit the
Recovery and Resilience Plan on 22.04 and most of
the Plans were accepted by the European
Commission at the moment.

Conference on the Future of Europe

In March 2021, a Joint Declaration on the
Conference on the Future of Europe was signed by
the President of the European Parliament, the
President of the Council and the European
Commission’s President, acting as its Joint
Presidency. The Conference on the Future of
Europe is an opportunity for European citizens to
debate on Europe’s challenges and priorities. The
Joint Presidency is supported by an Executive
Board, which includes Ana Paula Zacarias, Secretary
of State for EU Affairs for the Portuguese Council
Presidency. By spring 2022, the Conference is
expected to reach conclusions and provide
guidance on the future of Europe.  

Porto Santo Charter

On 27/28.04, the Conference “From
Democratization to Cultural Democracy: Rethinking
Institutions and Practices” was held and mobilized
the collaboration of major European cultural
networks and non-governmental organisations. The
Porto Santo Charter is intended  for European
policy-makers, cultural and educational
organisations and European citizens,  as a guiding
map of principles, policies, discourses and cultural
and educational practices

 to apply and develop a new paradigm, that of
cultural democracy in Europe. 
 
Conference on Culture, Cohesion and Social
Impact

On 05.05 and 06.05 in Porto, a high-level
conference brought together participants from
many sectors to debate and advance the
importance and impact of culture on social,
economic and territorial cohesion and on
democratic resilience. 

Porto Social Summit

On 07.05 and 08.05, institutions and organizations
gathered to establish the European social agenda
for the next decade. Porto Social Commitment was
signed between the Portuguese Presidency of the
Council of the EU, the European Commission, the
European Parliament and social partners, in a joint
effort to consolidate the commitment made with
the European Pillar of Social Rights and create the
synergies for an inclusive, sustainable, fair and job-
creating recovery.

EU-India Summit

On 08.05, the EU-India Summit, reflected a pivotal
moment since the first EU-India Summit in 2000. At
the end of the meeting, the leaders adopted a Joint
Statement, committing to protect and promote
human rights, a rules-based global order, effective
multilateralism, sustainable development and to
foster inclusive growth via open trade, connectivity
and technology. 

Provisional Agreement on the EU Asylum
Agency
The Agreement reached allows for the
transformation of the current European Asylum
Support Office into an agency responsible for
providing assistance to Member States and for
contributing for greater convergence in the
assessment of applications for international
protection.
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Green Transition

High-Level Conference “Climate Change -
New Economic Models”

On 26.02, 17 experts and authors debated the
importance of new economic models in the fight
against climate change, including the circular
economy and bioeconomy. 

EU Strategy on adaptation to Climate
Change

On 18.03, the 27 Ministers of Environment met to
discuss a new vision for Europe’s resilience to plan
the fight of the effects of climate change by 2050.
The regulation on batteries and their waste was
also on the table.

 EU- Africa Green talks

The Green talks between UE and Africa were a
month of dialogue on the green transition and
green investment between African and European
partners. The goal was to promote the sharing of
local perspectives on sustainable development from
the public and private sectors and on green
investment in Africa.
The final event of the EU-Africa talks was on 23.04
and was attended by representatives from African
and EU governments and institutions, the private
sector, as well as members of the academic
community, non-governmental organisations and
civil society. 

High-Level Conference on Green Mining

On 05.05, National and international entities,
companies, representatives of the European
Commission and associations with relevance in the
mineral resources sector, were gathered to discuss
the principles of Green Mining and the
decarbonization process.

 
Blue Agenda on Green Deal

On 08.06, the High-Level Conference on Blue
Economy focused on the blue and sustainable
economy and the role of the Integrated Maritime
Policy in this change. 

Conclusions on the new Regulation on
Trans-European Energy Networks

On 11.06, the Council presented the main
conclusions on the regulation on Trans-European
Energy Networks that focus on the modernisation
and decarbonisation of the EU's cross-border
energy infrastructure, to help reach the neutrality
climate objectives by 2050. 
This strategy identifies eleven priority corridors and
three priority thematic areas to be developed and
interconnected. The Council also decided to cease
support for new oil or natural gas projects and
introduce mandatory sustainability criteria for all
projects. 

European Climate Law approval

On 22.04, the European Council and the European
Parliament have reached a provisional political
agreement with the objective of climate neutrality
for the European Union in 2050, and the target of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55%
by the year 2030.
A European Scientific Advisory Council on Climate
Change, consisting of 15 senior scientific experts of
different nationalities, will be established and will
advise and report on EU measures, climate targets
and indicative values for greenhouse gases, as well
as their alignment with the European Climate Act
and the EU's international commitments in the light
of the Paris Agreement.
On 24.06, the European Parliament adopted the
European Climate Law. The Portuguese
Government underlined that this approval was one
of the main highlights of the PPUE.
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Digital Transition

Key file progress

Amidst the pandemic, the Portuguese Presidency
was able to push critical digital files during its
tenure. The highlight goes to e-Privacy reform. A
proposal kept on deadlock since 2017, which the
Presidency managed to unblock, reaching an
agreement at the Council and kick-starting talks
with the European Parliament on the final text. The
e-Privacy reform aims to improve the ePrivacy
legislation currently in vigour to keep European
legislation updated in terms of data protection,
better business opportunities, and regulation of
new entrants to the online arena. 

Three Declarations in key areas

On 19.03 during the Digital Day, the Presidency set
forward three declarations on crucial areas:
interconnectivity (European Data Gateway
Declaration), startups (Startup Nations Declaration),
and sustainability (A Green and Digital
Transformation Declaration). Back in February,
when high-level events were still fully digital, the
Portuguese Presidency gathered ministers of all
Member States to sign the three declarations (not
all 27 Member States signed the three declarations)
alongside civil society entities and private
companies, some of which American. Favourably
for Portugal and its startup ecosystem, the Startup
Nations Declaration laid the ground to create the
Startup Nations Alliance - a task force that will
supervise the Startup Nation Declaration
signatories headquartered in Lisbon.

Lisbon Declaration – Digital Democracy with
a Purpose

During the Digital Assembly, held in Sines between
01.06 and 02.06, the Portuguese Presidency pushed
forward a Declaration on Digital Rights. With the
digital transition at the centre of the European
recovery, advocating for offline golden standards in
the virtual world is something that, although it
should be primordial, needs reinforcement. It
involved not only  European Member States but as
well the civil society and the private sector,
especially technological companies as they are
increasingly scrutinized. The 27 Member States
approved the Lisbon Declaration, but only 17
approved the Framework for Fundamental Digital
Rights. Portugal Digital Mission is expected in July to
publish the applicants that have signed the
Framework so far.
 
Ellalink Launch

On 02.06, the Presidency launched Ellalink, a subsea
cable connecting Portugal to Brazil, as a sign of the
Presidency's aim to bolster interconnectivity and
bring the data economy closer to Europe and
Portugal. As the Data Gateway Platform Declaration
above shows, Europe is eager to become more
independent of third-world connectivity
infrastructures and data storage facilities. Likewise,
in the same place where EllaLink was deployed, the
most significant foreign direct investment in
Portugal since Autoeuropa has been made by UK-
American private investors in Sines, where a hyper-
scale data centre is built. Probably the 2nd in terms
of dimension at the EU level.
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