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Government decides on remote learning until the end of the school year (09.04.2020)

The Government decided not to resume presencial classes until the end of the school year, for all school grades, except for 11th and
12th grade. Remote learning tools will be available, such as TV classes and e-learning methods. Final decision for resuming
presencial classes for highschool students will be taken in the coming weeks, dependent on the pandemic evolution.

Covid-19 experts and policy-makers prepare the exit strategy (07.04.2020)

At the last weekly meeting, experts informed policy-makers that the infection peak might have occurred between March 16th-20th
and that infection cases might as well have decreased already, although this will only be visible within 15 days.
Experts also said the numbers should be dealt with precautions, since the immunity rate in Portugal is very low (2%), which calls for
the continuation of containment measures to avoid a second uncontrolled wave of the disease, at least until the end of April. The
strategy now is to keep testing. Experts are expected to present proposals for the exit strategy this week.

Parliament voted 100+ initiatives to respond to Covid-19 crisis (08.04.2020)

The Parliament voted 100+ initiatives last week. Only 9 draft-laws submitted by the parties were approved, namely the suspension
of water, electricity, gas and telecommunications cuts to families in need, extension of the gratuity of public transports, support for
MSMEs, limitations to online gambling, among others. The Government proposal-law to conditionally liberate prisoners was also
approved. The majority of the draft-laws were rejected by PS and PSD - who voted against all projects in protest for what it called
“parliamentary folklore”.

https://www.portugal.gov.pt/download-ficheiros/ficheiro.aspx%3Fv=24c08aa5-5683-496a-ac4c-8b93d71b8e06
https://www.facebook.com/canalparlamento/videos/892259497863139/
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Government amends credit line for Covid-19 affected companies (10.04.2020)

After green light from the European Commission, the Credit Line COVID-19 is now available to all enterprises, including self-
employed managing partners and enterprises with less than 24 months.

PM nominates Secretaries of State to implement the State of Emergency (06.04.2020)
5 Secretaries of State are responsible for articulating national and regional structures, municipalities and different social and
economic entities throughout the country.

Data on COVID-19 pandemic now available (11.04.2020)
DGS has made data on COVID-19 available. The metadata is available to anyone, but to request further data one must fill a form.

Meeting of Supply Working Group (06.04.2020)
The Supply Working Group met last week (07.04) to discuss the situation on agri-food and retail supply chains, together with public
and private entities. Currently, there is no rupture stock in the country.

PSD proposes pack of economic measures (06.04.2020)
PSD has proposed a set of economic measures to respond to the Covid-19 crisis. The proposals are targeted to companies and
workers, families, the supply of essential goods, as well as measures at the EU level and mid-term measures to relaunch the
economy.

https://www.portugal.gov.pt/download-ficheiros/ficheiro.aspx%3Fv=581ba684-4b80-47b1-a3cb-b8bb0c3e04f9
https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc22/comunicacao/noticia%3Fi=primeiro-ministro-designou-cinco-secretarios-de-estado-como-autoridades-de-execucao-do-estado-de-emergencia
https://covid19.min-saude.pt/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PT_COVID19_metadata-1.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx%3Fid=CEbIIh3wxUaAJGPMli5fUewGAy09D0VOgnuCLKIt3ltUM0xFVDJOTUZLREIxTFdQMFpSUkJGMDJDVi4u
https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc22/comunicacao/comunicado%3Fi=reuniao-do-grupo-de-acompanhamento-e-avaliacao-das-condicoes-de-abastecimento-e-de-retalho
https://www.psd.pt/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PSD-Medidas-para-a-Economia-v2.pdf
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• CIP proposed a Plan to Support the Portuguese Economy, which aims to
promote different measures from those that have been announced by the
Government. CIP calls for the maintenance of employment though non-
reimbursable incentives, credit insurances for imports and exports and the
injection of immediate liquidity to prevent enterprises from going
bankrupt.

CIP proposed Plan to Support
the Portuguese Economy

• The initiative Tech4Covid proposed a number of measures to the
Government to mitigate the crisis impact on the start-up and scale-up
community in Portugal.

Tech4Covid proposes support
measures to the startup
community

• The online platform E.Academia provides a series of online courses to help
enterprises launch their business abroad.

AICEP launches online platform
E.Academia Internacionalizar

https://cip.org.pt/cip-entrega-plano-extraordinario-de-suporte-a-economia-portuguesa-ao-governo-e-presidente-da-republica/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bagQf1TNya8L3yJpwnxcTETkTymsVoj-/view
https://e.academiainternacionalizar.pt/
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• Prominent personalities sent a letter to the PR, the PM and the Speaker of
the Parliament asking for a strategy for gradually resuming economic activity,
accompanied by new containment measures to avoid a second wave of
infections.

Public personalities call for
gradual exit from the state of
emergency

• Azores Government decrees contingency state for the region until April 30th.  
For more information on Azores’ measures, click here.

• For more information on Madeira’s measures, click here.

COVID-19 measures of the
Autonomous Regions

• The Government has launched the online platform “Vamos cuidar de quem
cuidou de nós” to gather volunteers for helping the elderly during the
pandemic.

Government launches online
platform for elderly care
volunteers

https://s3.observador.pt/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/13012453/carta-pr-pm.pdf
https://covid19.azores.gov.pt/%3Fpage_id=2869
https://www.madeira.gov.pt/Covid19/PrincipaisMedidasdeApoioRegional
https://www.cuidadetodos.com/
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State of emergency will be
extended until end of April

• The President of the
Republic stated (10.04) that
he will extend the state of
emergency until May 1st.

• The PR will submit a decree
to the Parliament this
Thursday (16.04), to be
discussed on the same day
at plenary session starting
at 3pm. As usual, the
Government will then
submit a regulation of the
specific measures to be
adopted under the state of
emergency.

Hearings in the Parliament

• Hearing of Minister of State
and Finances in the
Parliamentary Committee
for Budget and Finances.
(16.04, after Plenary)

• Following requirements by
PS and PAN, the Minister of
Culture will be heard in the
Parliamentary Committee
for Culture and Media on
the impacts of Covid-19 for
the media and culture
sectors. (15.04, 3:30pm)

• Following a requirement
submitted by PCP, the
Minister of Agriculture will
be heard in the
Parliamentary Committee
for Agriculture and Sea, on
food supply strategy (16.04,
after Plenary)

Weekly meeting on the
evolution of the pandemic in 

Portugal 

• Weekly meeting with the
Prime-Minister, the
President, party leaders,
MPs and experts, on the
current evolution of the
pandemic and exit
strategies.

Plenary Session

• Debate and voting of the
Presidential decree on the
renewal of the state of
emergency. (16.04, 3pm)
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